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BILL OF RIGHTS FOR CHILDREN OF DETAINED PARENTS 

 
We have created this Bill of Rights for Children of Detained parents in light of the horrifying reality of 
arrests and detentions that have separated thousands of children from their parents. The traumatizing 
experiences and conditions that both children and their parents endure (and sometimes do not survive) during 
the process of arrest and detention, display an immediate need for protection and support. 
 
This Bill of Rights is grounded in the belief that detained parents and their children have inalienable human 
rights that have been disregarded completely and that this is an extreme injustice. We believe that children 
separated from their families should be reunited immediately with their parents and that children previously 
separated should receive extensive emotional support by community based professionals in their preferred 
language.  
 
The children of detained have committed no crime, but endure heinous punishments. Without a choice, they 
forfeit their parents or guardians, their safety, and their primary source of comfort and affection. Their lives 
and prospects are profoundly affected by the multiple institutions that lay claim to their parents—police, 
courts, jails and prisons, I.C.E., and immigration detention centers—but they have no rights, explicit or 
implicit, within any of these jurisdictions. This need not be the case.  
 
We believe that alternatives to incarceration should always be prioritized. This Bill of Rights should serve as 
a document that improves and informs local, regional, and federal practices that currently violate the human 
rights of children and parents.  
 
 
A BILL OF RIGHTS  
 
1. I have the right TO BE KEPT SAFE AND INFORMED AT THE TIME OF MY PARENT’S ARREST. 
 
2. I have the right TO BE HEARD WHEN DECISIONS ARE MADE ABOUT ME.  
 
3. I have the right TO BE CONSIDERED WHEN DECISIONS ARE MADE ABOUT MY PARENT. 
 
4. I have the right TO BE WELL CARED FOR IN MY PARENT’S ABSENCE.  
 
5. I have the right TO SPEAK WITH, SEE AND TOUCH MY PARENT.  
 
6. I have the right TO SUPPORT AS I FACE MY PARENT’S DETENTION.  
 



7. I have the right NOT TO BE JUDGED, BLAMED OR LABELED because my parent is DETAINED.  
 
8. I have the right TO A LIFELONG RELATIONSHIP WITH MY PARENT. 
 

 
Rights to Realities an Agenda for Action 

 
1. I have the rightto be kept safe and informed at the time of my parent's arrest.  
■ Develop and standardize arrest protocols that support and protect children.  
■ Offer children and/or their caregivers basic information about the post-arrest process in their primary 
language.  
 
2. I have the right to be heard when decisions are made about me.  
■ Train staff at institutions whose constituency includes children of detained parents to recognize and 
address these children's needs and concerns. 
■ Tell the truth about what is happening and the options available to children. 
■ Listen to children before making decisions. 
 
3. I have the right to be considered when decisions are made about my parent. 
■ Review current detention laws in terms of its impact on children and families.  
■ Family preservation should be centered at all times, beginning with arrest. 
■ Consider family impact statements in pre-sentence/pre-deportation investigation reports. Weigh them 
heavily with children in mind.  
 
 4. I have the right to be well cared for in my parent's absence.  
■ Support children by supporting their caregivers. 
■ Offer subsidized guardianship to caregivers. Children should only be placed in the care of relatives and 
community caregivers whom they know in their parent’s absence.  
 
5. I have the right to speak with, see and touch my parent.  
■ Provide access to visitation in detention centers that are child-centered, non-intimidating and conducive to 
bonding.  
■ Consider proximity to family when assigning parents to detention centers. Detention and deportation that 
separates families should be avoided.  
■ Encourage child welfare departments to facilitate contact in the event that family members cannot.  
 
6. I have the right to support as I face my parent's detention.  
■ Train adults who work with young people to recognize the needs and concerns of children whose parents 
are detained.  
■ Provide access to specially trained therapists, counselors, and/or mentors.  
■ Provide comprehensive funding for consistent visitation between children and their parents. 
 
7. I have the right not to be judged, blamed or labeled because my parent is detained. 
■ Create opportunities for children of detained parents to communicate with and support each other. 
■ End the detention, caging, and incarceration of children in the process of migration. 
 
 8. I have the right to a lifelong relationship with my parent.  
■ Designate a family services coordinator at detention centers and holding facilities. 
■ Communicate the location and status of wellbeing of the child to their parents as often as possible.  
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